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We, the undersigned MEPS are demanding that all the candidate gas projects on the island of Ireland on the
proposed 4th PCI list be rejected by members of the Gas PCI Regional Group at their high-level meeting to
be held in Brussels on Friday, October 4th, 2019.
On September 25th, 2019 the European Union Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER)
completed its opinion on the draft list of projects of common interest 2019i. It found that all the proposed
Gas projects on the island of Ireland are "projects which did not prove that their overall benefits outweigh
costs". This is a general criteria under Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation 347/2013 which should lead to automatic
disqualification from the PCI list. The Commission, when adopting the Union List, is obliged to take into
account the opinion of the Agency in order to ensure cross-regional consistency.ii We fully support this
opinion and demand that the Commission respect this opinion by removing all of the projects on the island of
Ireland from the final 4th PCI list.
We also fear that Ireland is proceeding, at all costs and without any public consultation in an SEA process as
provided for under the SEA Directive, the Public Participation Directive and the Aarhus Convention, with
the implementation of the Energy Plan to import fracked US gas iii announced by President Juncker in July
2018iv following his visit to President Trump in the USA through multiple LNG terminals and countries and
imposed via the PCI procedure.
On Thursday September 26th, 2019, a motion was submitted to the Irish Parliament (the Dáil), co-signed by
44 Members of Parliament (TDs) from a variety of political parties. We fully support this motion and
likewise call on the European Commission:
− to remove any project from the proposed list of Projects of Common Interest that could support the
building of an LNG facility in Ireland that will act as a gateway for fracked gas entering the Irish energy
mix; and
− to build support in Europe to prioritise sustainability criteria in the assessment of candidate PCI projects,
that will address fossil fuel lock in and the long-term impacts of fracked gas in the European energy mix,
given the expected change in climatic conditions.v

The motion reads as follows:
That Dáil Eireann:
notes that:
− this House declared a Climate and Biodiversity Emergency in May 2019;
− recent extreme weather events, including record heat waves in Europe and Asia, are a warning that
Climate Change is crossing thresholds that pose a threat to all humanity and life on Earth;
− unprecedented wildfires in the Artic and Amazon and an historic rise in methane levels in the
atmosphere show the urgent need for radical action;
− the focus of climate change mitigation actions is to reduce the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions which
are driving climate change;
− methane is the second most important greenhouse gas behind carbon dioxide causing global climate
change, whose global warming potential (GWP) impact on climate over a 20-year period is 87 times
more potent than that of carbon dioxidevi;
− unlike the case for carbon dioxide, the climate system responds quickly to changes in methane
emissions, and reducing methane emissions could provide an opportunity to immediately slow the rate of
global warming and perhaps meet the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) COP21 target of keeping the planet well below 2 Celsius above the pre-industrial
baselinevii;
− the latest peer-reviewed scientific studies have found that shale-gas production in North America may
have contributed to approximately one-third of the total increased methane emissions from all sources
globally over the past decadeviii; and
further notes that:
− this State passed the 'Prohibition of Onshore Hydraulic Fracturing Act 2017', banning fracking in
Ireland in recognition of the health and climate impacts of exploiting shale gas reserves;
− ‘New Fortress Energy’ plans to import fracked gas from America to the proposed ‘Shannon LNG’
terminal;ixx
− projects listed as “EU Projects of common interests” (PCIs) can benefit from accelerated permitting
procedures and public funding;xixii
− the ‘Shannon LNG’ project and its enabler project - the physical reverse flow of the gas Interconnectors
- are on the currently-proposed candidate list of European Projects of Common Interest (the 4th PCI
list);xiii
− the EU PCI Regulation states that "each individual proposal for a project of common interest shall
require the approval of the Member States, to whose territory the project relates”; xiv
− the EU PCI Regulation states that "projects of common interest shall be allocated the status of the
highest national significance possible and be treated as such in permit granting processes";xv
− the EU PCI Regulation goes on to state that "With regard to the environmental impacts addressed in
Article 6(4) of Directive 92/43/EEC and Article 4(7) of Directive 2000/60/EC, projects of common
interest shall be considered as being of public interest from an energy policy perspective and may be
considered as being of overriding public interest, provided that all the conditions set out in these
Directives are fulfilled";xvi
− the EU PCI Regulation furthermore, states that "Projects of common interest included on the Union List
[…] shall become an integral part of the relevant regional investment plans […] and of the relevant
national 10-year network development plans […] and other national infrastructure plans concerned, as
appropriate. Those projects shall be conferred the highest possible priority within each of those
plans";xvii
− currently it is proposed that 6 projects for LNG terminals be included on the PCI list (out of a total of 14
that have received support from the EU since 2013) and that these projects, if built, will result in a
massive increase in the use of fracked gas and subsequent massive increase in methane emissions;
− Ireland has not yet formally approved the final 4th PCI list;
− previous statements of support for Shannon LNG by the Government were issued before it became
known publicly that this project would be a hub for fracked North American shale gas and before the
extent of methane leakage (including fugitive emissions) from this fuel was fully understood; xviii;

− Article 194 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) states that each EU Member
State maintains its right to “determine the conditions for exploiting its energy resources, its choice
between different energy sources and the general structure of its energy supply”;xix and
the Dáil further notes:
− that PCI accreditation sets the framework for development consent;
− that no Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the proposed activity to import fracked gas into
the Irish energy mix has ever been undertaken to assess reasonable alternatives;
− that no account has been taken of the full life cycle emissions of GHGs from imported fracked gas;
− that a policy vacuum exists where LNG terminals and Ireland’s access to the global fracked gas market
have not been considered in the ‘National Mitigation Plan’xx or in the ‘Draft Statutory Climate Change
Adaptation Plan for the Electricity and Gas Networks Sector’; xxixxii
− that previous policy statements that categorised natural gas as a transitional or bridging fuel are mistaken
and that gas is a fossil fuel that can play no long-term role in tackling climate change;
− that LNG terminals and other related infrastructure will lock Ireland and Europe into continued use of
fossil fuels and hinder attempts to transition society to renewable sources of energy;
− that facilitating LNG terminals or the importation of fracked gas from North America will render
impossible the immediate goals of radical cuts in GHG emissions;
and recognizes that
− an energy plan facilitating the importation of fracked North American shale gas is contrary to the
principal and logic of passing a ban on fracking in this state, while simultaneously urging households
and communities to act to reduce their GHG emissions; and
therefore, calls on the Government:
− to remove any project from the proposed list of Projects of Common Interest that could support the
building of an LNG facility in Ireland that will act as a gateway for fracked gas entering the Irish energy
mix; and
− to build support in Europe to prioritise sustainability criteria in the assessment of candidate PCI projects,
that will address fossil fuel lock in and the long-term impacts of fracked gas in the European energy mix,
given the expected change in climatic conditions.xxiii
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